¶3 Using a dictionary doesn't make one an amateur lexicographer in itself, but I didn't stop there. Was the OED's earliest citation from 1974 truly the beginning? The first step was to look up that 1974 article. 3 William L. Cary characterized the practice of states easing the burdens on corporations to attract their business as "the race for the bottom." 4 Cary cited a similar metaphor by Justice Brandeis: "[t]he race was not one of diligence but of laxity." 5 Later articles credit Cary with the phrase, 6 sometimes while disputing its usefulness. 7 I searched for earlier uses. There were several from water law, but the "bottom" was more literal: competing appropriators were digging wells deeper and deeper to get to the bottom of the water source. 8 ¶4 Careful readers might have noticed that Cary said "race for the bottom," while later authors said "race to the bottom." Which is preferred today? I searched journals and law reviews in Westlaw, comparing the results for "race #to the bottom" & da(>2007) with those for "race #for the bottom" & da(>2007). 9 Back when I first looked at this, in July 2008, the score was 144 to 1, favoring "to" over "for." Now it's 2939 to 93. 412 (1965) ("a race for the bottom of a basin would destroy the basin, or at least make continued economic stability of the area over the basin questionable").
9. The "#" enables you to search stop words that otherwise would be ignored. For a history of the punctuation mark known variously as "pound sign," "number sign," and "octothorpe," see keith houston, shAdY chArActers: the secret life of PunctuAtion, sYmbols & other tYPogrAPhicAl mArks 41-57 (2013) .
10. Westlaw searches performed July 29, 2008, and Aug. 30, 2016. 11. When I searched for past memos where a reference librarian referred to the BYU Corpora, I learned that SharePoint is "smart" enough to know that "corpora" is the plural of "corpus": it retrieved the many memos that used "habeas corpus" or "Corpus Juris Secundum" in addition to the couple that referred to this linguistic tool.
12. corPus of contemPorArY Am. english, http://corpus.byu.edu (last visited Aug. 30, 2016). ¶6 In the Hansard Corpus (British parliament, 1803-2005), "race to the bottom" appears seven times in the 1990s and ten times in the 2000s, with no hits for "race for the bottom."
13 (See figure 2.) ¶7 The BYU site also offers an advanced interface for searching Google Books.
14 To get a graphical representation of the comparative usage of two words or phrases, we can use Google Ngrams. (See figure 3. 15 ) Although the original law review article used "race for the bottom," writers of English have clearly come to prefer "race to the bottom." "Till Forbid" ¶8 About a year ago, I joined a group of professors for a Veterans Day happy hour. 16 One professor reminisced about an experience from her practice in the 1980s. She had to review a newspaper's comic strip syndication contracts and was 13. Searches conducted Aug. 30, 2016. It doesn't help us with "race to the bottom," but I can't resist mentioning the Corpus of American Soap Operas (corpus.byu.edu/soap), which includes the words from 22,000 soap opera transcripts from the 2000s. It's a good source for less formal English than you find in, say, law review articles and cases. And it's also just fun. You can find that "cheated" appears 1747 times, while "faithful" shows up only 744 times. And "law library" appears 14 times.
14. (from 1957, 1967, and 1972) 18 and an expert witness report in a 2004 filing. 19 The search result of only four documents-out of all the cases, treatises, encyclopedias, law review articles, and more in Westlaw-seemed insignificant. And yet there were four documents: a trace of this elusive contract term.
I tried Google Books and was rewarded with hits in fairly recent books on the comics business and on marketing. 20 It even showed up in Ad Sense over a century 17. Wednesday afternoon before Thanksgiving: another time when there is little action in the library and we might turn away from our most serious work.
18. In re Application of Radio Enters. of Ohio, Inc; Ashtabula, Ohio, for the Renewal of License of Station WREO, Ashtabula, Ohio, 38 F.C.C.2d 1104, 1107, 1972 WL 27147, at *3 (1972) ("This contract . . . did not specify a termination date. In lieu thereof, the contract contained a 'Till Forbid' provision which permitted the contract to be cancelled by either party on two days' notice . . . ."); In re Application of Cont'l Broad., Inc., Newark, N.J. for Renewal of License of Station WNJR, Newark, N.J., 15 F.C.C.2d 133, 158, 1967 WL 12887, at *21 (1967) ("All of these documents . . . indicated . . . whether or not the arrangement was 'T.F.,' meaning 'till forbid' (i.e., to remain in force until terminated by either the sponsor or the station)."); In re Applications of WKAT, Inc., Miami Beach, Fla., 22 F.C.C. 117, 183, 1957 WL 94694, at *53 (1957) ("All arrangements for time are on a 'TF' or 'till forbid' basis, which means they can be canceled at any time by either party.").
19 ago. 21 Acquisitions and serials librarians might be way ahead of me on this because it turns out to be a synonym (or near synonym) for "standing order." 22 When I first did the research, I recorded:
18 Library Trends 306 (1970) ("Standing orders can be handled in a variety of ways: they can be placed directly with the publisher, through a dealer or a subscription agent and, in turn these may be on a "till forbid" basis, annual renewal, multiple-year, or considering the ingenuity and individualism of serials personnel, a number of variations on these approaches."). 23 ¶9 That citation was enough for my purposes then, but before citing it here, I needed the article's author and title. I tried to recreate my Google Books search. The Library Trends article wasn't close to the top. I added parts of the quoted sentences. It still didn't rise to the surface. One could learn a couple of lessons: (a) record complete citation information if you imagine there's a chance you'll need it later; (b) don't assume you'll be able to find the same results in a search engine if you wait almost a year to search again. (In fact, there might be enough going on behind the scenes, with Google's search algorithm and with the contents of Google Books, that one might get different results without waiting long at all.) ¶10 But not so fast. I did record the volume, publication, and page number, so it wouldn't be hard to fill in what I needed without Google Scholar. My library has a good print run of Library Trends, and even if it didn't, the main library on campus does. And I don't even have to go to a library. Sitting in my neighborhood Starbucks, I searched the university's list of e-journals and found a link. The University of Illinois provides almost the whole run of this journal available online free.
24 So
In a till-forbid order, a monthly, quarterly, or other ongoing fee . . . is charged to the credit card until the customer says to stop.
. . . . In a till-forbid order, you continue to ship product or supply service-and bill the buyer for it on some agreed-upon schedule-until the buyer cancels. robert w. blY, the comPlete idiot's guide to direct mArketing 39 (2001).
[T]ill forbid (TF) an instruction from an advertiser to a newspaper to continue running a particular advertisement until further notice to stop. 21. One of the facts we have learned from sad experience is the utter unreliability of the "till forbid" order when it comes through an advertising agency. Long ago we used to imagine that a "t-f " order meant to run the same advertisement each month unless notified to the contrary. At this date we are unable to imagine what "till forbid" means in the comprehensive lexicon of the advertising agencies, who make a point of disallowing charges for ads inserted on "t-f " orders unless special instructions are given for the insertion. now I can provide the full citation 25 -an achievement that will please many readers, as well as LLJ's editor, I'm sure.
¶11 A researcher who failed to find a term like "till forbid" in Black's Law Dictionary or in Words and Phrases might conclude that it was just a weird anomaly of those contracts the professor had reviewed thirty years ago. But the evidence from my Google Books searches shows that "till forbid" has been-at least in some contexts-a fairly common term. Some of the library examples showed me that there might be spelling variants, such as "til forbid" and "until forbidden." So I tried a broader Westlaw search (adv: til till #until +2 forbid!) and added a handful of documents to my list. 26 It's still not common in Westlaw's sources, but there are more examples than I found last year.
¶12 You might have noticed that there was no reference question here. No one asked me to look into "till forbid," but I did anyway. Yet it wasn't just for my own amusement (although I was entertained, in that flip-through-a-dictionary way of being entertained). Even though the issue of this oddball contract term only arose as happy-hour banter, it was something that the professors at the table found interesting. Most of them weren't heavy users of reference services. Investigating this idle question and sending them an e-mail message with my results was a form of faculty outreach. Librarians tell faculty again and again that we are able to do research and find answers for them. Actually doing some research and finding an answer to an offbeat question was a way to show them. I can't report that their use of reference services has picked up, but I still think it was good outreach-as was participating in the happy hour in the first place. I concluded my e-mail message: "Keep the happy hour invitations coming till forbid."
